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The debate between “wholesale westernization” and “China-centered culture” in 
the 1930s is a major controversy about Chinese and western cultures after the May 4th 
period. The debate is in effect an exploration about cultural reconstruction in a special 
historical period. The contention about which to choose between Chinese and western 
cultures in the modern history is an effort to find the path of cultural reconstruction in 
practice. From this perspective, therefore, the debate between “wholesale 
westernization” and “China-centered culture” in the 1930s is rethinking about cultural 
reconstruction after the May 4th period. 
From the angle of cultural reconstruction, this thesis will boil the content of the 
debate down to the hot issues concerning cultural reconstruction and economic 
progress, cultural traits, the foothold of cultural reconstruction, and westernization 
and modernization. These hot issues will then be divided into three interrelated parts, 
namely preface, core and conclusion, with the purpose to demonstrate the debate more 
clearly, racily and objectively. 
Although the debate in the 1930s did not last very long, its effects are 
widespread and far-reaching. Looking back on the debate between “wholesale 
westernization” and “China-centered culture” more than half a century ago, we must 
understand not only its positive impact on the cultural reconstruction and the practice 
of modernization, but also the limitation of both sides’ ideas and the debate itself.  
Only in this way can we adopt a correct attitude towards the arduous and tortuous 
experience of our nation’s cultural reconstruction under the impact of western culture 
in the modern history, and comprehend and grasp the valuable treasure left by history 
and our predecessors. 
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